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402
. )
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406
g
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e N
LAUNCH A CORRESPONDING COMPONENT AND PROVIDE COMPONENT-
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408
\_
r # )
DISPLAY THE LAUNCHED COMPONENT IN THE USER INTERFACE
410
‘ I
MONITOR INBOUND AND OUTBOUND DATA FOR THE LAUNCHED
COMPONENT
412
\_
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ADD INBOUND AND OUTBOUND DATA TO MESSAGE QUEUE
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THE USER INTERFACE
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GENERATING AND MANAGING
ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTATION

BACKGROUND

In recent years, the health care community has made an
effort to adopt electronic documentation of medical records.
Electronic clinical documentation can provide direct benefits
in efficiency and accuracy of patient treatment, can reduce
costs associated with coding and billing, and can improve
management and administration of medical resources and
personnel. Thus, use of electronic documentation can
improve the effectiveness of many aspects of the healthcare
system. However, conventional electronic clinical documen-
tation solutions have a poor track record of actually being
used by health care providers. For example, some research
shows that electronic formats account for only a small per-
centage of all clinical documentation. One reason for this low
level of use is that doctors report as much as a 50% increase
in time spent preparing documentation following the adop-
tion of electronic documentation systems.

Traditional clinical documentation is typically a “linear
input” user experience in which a health care provider starts
to write a document, and when he or she wants to reference an
external data source, such as a lab report, the health care
provider saves a draft of the document, jumps to a lab module,
remembers or copies particular data from the lab report, goes
back to the document, and enters or pastes the lab data into the
document. This process may be repeated a number of times
during preparation of a document, can be very time consum-
ing, and may introduce errors caused by human mistake.
Thus, conventional systems may allow a user to copy and
paste data into documentation, but the user may have to jump
back and forth through different modules, which risks losing
the context of the current input. Further, some conventional
electronic documentation systems use macros to retrieve data
from other systems for inputting the data into clinical docu-
mentation, but users can have difficulties remembering all of
the macros and/or harmonizing new data into a current docu-
ment.

Another challenge in electronic clinical documentation is
providing a hybrid data entry mode for enabling input of both
structured data and unstructured data into a document. For
example, a diagnosis may contain a large number of medical
terms, and typically each of these terms may be defined in
SNOMED CT® (Systematized Nomenclature of Medicine—
Clinical Terms). In conventional electronic documentation
solutions, a care provider may have a difficult time identify-
ing each SNOMED-defined term and inputting the term into
the electronic documentation system, and thus, might leave
some terms out. However, providing a complete and accurate
record may be important for correct diagnosis, treatment and
the like. Further, while there has been a large amount of
research related to the use of natural language processing
(NLP) in electronic document creation, NLP is typically not
widely used in a clinical environment because even a small
error rate in word recognition may cause a serious patient
safety issue and/or may contribute to lowered efficiency
because the health care provider may have to carefully proof-
read each entry to protect against errors.

SUMMARY

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts in a simplified form that are further described below in
the Detailed Description. This Summary is not intended to
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2

identify key or essential features of the claimed subject mat-
ter; nor is it to be used for determining or limiting the scope of
the claimed subject matter.

Some implementations disclosed herein provide for elec-
tronic documentation generation and management by provid-
ing a user interface for generating documentation that incor-
porates external data from one or more external sources. In
some implementations, the user interface is able to launch
external components to provide access to the external data
within the user interface. Further, in some implementations,
context data may be provided to a launched component to
ensure that the launched component provides data relevant to
a current document.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The detailed description is set forth with reference to the
accompanying drawing figures. In the figures, the left-most
digit(s) of a reference number identifies the figure in which
the reference number first appears. The use of the same ref-
erence numbers in different figures indicates similar or iden-
tical items or features.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example framework for
electronic documentation generation and management
according to some implementations.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an example of a suitable
system architecture for electronic documentation according
to some implementations.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an example of a computing
system environment for electronic documentation generation
and management according to some implementations.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of an example process for elec-
tronic documentation generation and management according
to some implementations herein.

FIG. 5 is an example user interface for electronic docu-
mentation generation and management according to some
implementations.

FIG. 6 is an example user interface illustrating triggering
the component launching module.

FIG. 7 is an example user interface illustrating launching a
component using a component macro.

FIG. 8 is an example user interface illustrating display of a
component within the user interface.

FIG. 9 is an example user interface illustrating interacting
with a launched component.

FIG. 10 is an example user interface illustrating rendering
data into the document.

FIG. 11 is an example user interface illustrating initializing
a window to create a new macro.

FIG. 12 is an example user interface illustrating selecting a
component for the new macro.

FIG. 13 is an example user interface illustrating defining
data retrieval behavior for the new macro.

FIG. 14 is an example user interface illustrating saving the
new macro with a name and description.

FIG. 15 is an example user interface illustrating triggering
structured data input.

FIG. 16 is an example user interface illustrating structured
data updated by the user.

FIG. 17 is an example user interface illustrating terminol-
ogy storage and exchange.

FIG. 18 is block diagram of an example framework for
capturing outbound data triggered by the user.

FIG. 19 is an example user interface illustrating outbound
data input triggered by the user.
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FIG. 20 is an example user interface illustrating formatted
input based on outbound data.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Electronic Documentation

The technologies herein may be applied to generation and
management of electronic documentation, such electronic
medical records, legal documents, financial documents, and
other documents that incorporate data from a variety of exter-
nal or third-party applications or other external data sources.
Some implementations herein provide a non-linear technique
for generating electronic documentation through launching
of external components within the context of current docu-
mentation. For example, a context of a document may be
automatically ascertained and maintained based on a current
subject of the document, a current author of the document,
and/or other context information that may be determined for
the document. Thus, when a component or application for
obtaining data from an external data source is launched or
initialized, the context data for the current document may be
provided to the component in a compatible format or proto-
col. Providing the context data directly to the component can
ensure that the component accesses and returns correct infor-
mation appropriate for the context of the document that is
currently being generated.

As an example, in a typical health care environment, a
patient’s data may be spread throughout a number of different
departments and databases within a health care institution.
For instance, radiology, pathology, labs, pharmacy, billing,
various departments and specialties, etc., may each have their
own separate databases. Further, each separate database may
contain different types of data and may utilize different third-
party modules, applications or components (hereafter “com-
ponents”) for accessing the particular different types of data.
Accordingly, some implementations herein enable launching
external or third-party components from within a current
document for retrieving data content from various remotely
located external data sources for entry into the current docu-
ment. For example, the data content of the various different
types may be obtained dynamically from the launched com-
ponents through a single uniform document generation user
interface. Further, the user creating the document may launch
a component at any time during document creation of a docu-
ment, as desired, without having to follow a predetermined
format or pattern for data entry. Thus, implementations herein
provide for smooth user interaction with external data sources
available through launched components for entry of external
data into a current document. Additionally, some implemen-
tations provide for dynamically rendering a layout to fit
retrieved external data content into current documentation.
For example, implementations may enable a hybrid frame-
work for inputting both structured and unstructured data into
a current document.

According to one possible example, when a doctor or other
health care provider generates an electronic clinical docu-
ment, the context of this documentation may be automatically
determined and recorded as context data. Examples of such
context data may include: patient name or identification; a
condition, symptoms, or a diagnosis of the patient; a health
care provider institution and/or department; a current date or
time; a current location of the patient; a doctor name or other
health care provider identification; access privileges of the
person preparing the document, and the like. This context
information may be used by a component launcher to launch
other components from within a user interface being used to
prepare the document. For example, external components,
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such as third-party-vendor components, applications, mod-
ules, or plug-ins may be launched through appropriate proto-
cols and commands. Thus, the launching mechanism can be
varied according to particular system implementations, such
as Object Linking and Embedding (OLE)/Distributed Com-
ponent Object Model (DCOM)/.Net Framework or other
plug-in framework. A component being initialized from
within the user interface may receive relevant context data
passed from the component launching module in a format or
protocol that the component can recognize. The component
can then use this context data to open the relevant data with
appropriate settings and/or desired information. For example,
a launched component might open a spreadsheet for a current
patient with the latest available data relevant to the condition
or subject of the document that is being prepared.

Additionally, according to some implementations, when a
component is launched, a message monitoring agent may be
initialized to monitor the content flow of the launched com-
ponent. For example, inbound content may be obtained
directly from a component through actions by the user such as
a “copy to clipboard” action. Outbound content may also be
obtained from a component through messages written by the
component back to storage, such as to a server or other exter-
nal computing device that stores data for the launched com-
ponent, or other location where the relevant data is stored. For
example, as a user interacts with a component and the infor-
mation available through the component, the component may
write messages back to a server with which the component
communicates. Consequently, a user may cause an open com-
ponent to trigger out various messages, such as a computer-
ized physician order entry (CPOE) dialogue to update medi-
cation or dosages, call out a lab viewer to review a patient’s
complete blood count (CBC) data, launch a pathology report
to read the latest pathology results, etc. The monitoring agent
in the documentation framework may intercept any inbound
or outbound data for placement into a message queue.

If the user causes the component to send outbound mes-
sages during use of the component, the messages containing
outbound data, such as modified or updated data, can be
automatically placed in the message queue and provided to a
rendering engine for possible inclusion in the current docu-
ment. For example, when the user has finished the review or
update of information in a launched component, submitted
changes, etc., the documentation framework herein may
update the message queue with latest change or information.
Further, the documentation framework may render the result-
ing data and place the result into the current documentation at
an appropriate location. Thus, the latest information or any
recently updated information may be included in the current
document. Implementations herein may also leverage Exten-
sible Stylesheet Language Transformations (XSLT)/parsing
language for dynamically rendering a current document that
a user is composing.

Thetechniques, processes and systems for electronic docu-
mentation described herein may be implemented in a number
of different environments, applications and situations. Con-
sequently, while several examples are described for explana-
tion purposes in the context of electronic documentation of
medical records, the disclosure is not limited to the specific
examples, and can be extended to additional environments,
applications and settings not limited to medical documenta-
tion, such as producing legal documents, financial docu-
ments, and so forth.

Electronic Documentation Framework

FIG.11s ablock diagram of an example framework 100 for
generating and managing electronic documentation accord-
ing to some implementations. Framework 100 includes a
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document generation module 102 that provides a user inter-
face 104 that may be used to generate (i.e., compose) one or
more electronic documents 106. For example, a user, such as
a doctor or other health care provider may initialize the docu-
ment generation module 102 and may interact with the user
interface 104 to generate the electronic document 106 for
carrying out clinical documentation, or the like. During the
authoring or generating of the document 106, the document
generation module 102 determines and records context data
108 relevant to the document 106 that the user is currently
preparing. For example, as mentioned above, context data
108 may include a patient name or other patient identifier,
such as a patient ID number; an illness, condition, symptoms,
or diagnosis of the patient; a health care institution identifi-
cation, such as a hospital, clinic and/or department treating
the patient; a current date and time; a current location of the
patient; a doctor’s name or other identifier of a health care
provider preparing the document and/or treating the patient;
access privileges and/or authorization information of the per-
son preparing the document; and so forth.

As a user prepares the document, the user may refer to one
or more external sources of information, such as may be
relevant to the patient’s diagnosis, treatment, prognosis, etc.
For example, the user may wish to enter information regard-
ing the patient’s blood work, radiology results, pathology
reports, lab results, and the like, into the document 106.
Accordingly, the framework 100 enables the user to launch
one or more external components from within the user inter-
face 104 and current document 106 to access the relevant
information, rather than having to separately access the vari-
ous external data sources. For example, the user interface 104
may include one or more macros or other command functions
that provide instructions to a component-launching module
110 that the user is able to activate for launching a desired
launched component 112 to obtain the desired externally-
stored information. Furthermore, the component-launching
module 110 is able to utilize the context data 108 for the
current document 106 when launching a particular compo-
nent 112 to ensure that the component 112 accesses the cor-
rect data relevant to the current document 106. In some imple-
mentations, the component launching module 110 includes
commands and protocols specific to each available compo-
nent 112 that can be launched in the user interface 104. Thus,
the component launching module is able to provide compo-
nent-specific context data 114 that ensures that the particular
launched component 112 automatically gathers and provides
the appropriate information desired by the user generating the
document 106.

As discussed above, a component 112 may be an applica-
tion, plug-in, or the like that is typically provided by a third-
party vendor and used for accessing specific types of data on
a particular database containing information to be used dur-
ing generation of the document 106. Thus, the component is
an external component because it is not an integral part of the
documentation user interface or documentation module. For
example, in the case of radiology information, a radiology
department may maintain its own database having radiologi-
cal images and readings of numerous different patients stored
thereon. Further, the radiology department may use a particu-
lar or specialized radiology application for accessing the radi-
ology information stored on the radiology database. Conse-
quently, when a user desires to access or view radiology
information, the component launching module 110 initiates
the particular radiology application as a launched component
112. Further, the component launching module 110 provides
component specific context data 114 to the particular radiol-
ogy application in an appropriate format and protocol used by
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the particular radiology application. The provision of the
component-specific context data 114 enables the particular
radiology application to directly access the relevant informa-
tion for the patient that is the subject of the current document
106. Thus, the user is immediately presented with the
patient’s radiology information while still within the current
document 106, and is able to easily access, cut and paste, or
otherwise enter into the current document 106 desired radi-
ology information obtained from the radiology application.
Accordingly, implementations herein may apply component-
specific context data 114 to launched components 112 for
immediately accessing relevant patient information from
various different databases throughout a health care institu-
tion, without requiring the user to separately open an appli-
cation, provide authorization, and, for example, enter a
patient’s name, ID number, condition being treated, etc.

Furthermore, as discussed above, the framework 100 may
include a message monitoring agent 116 that monitors both
inbound data 118 and outbound data 120 for each launched
component 112. For example, the inbound data 118 in general
may include any data displayed by a launched component.
The message monitoring agent 116 may capture the inbound
data 118 based on various user actions, such as when a user
copies a portion of the inbound data as a clipboard message
122.

The outbound data 120 may include a variety of messages
and responses such as an H[.7 message 124, a SOAP message
126, or an HTTP message 128 that are passed by the launched
component 112 to a storage 130 that stores external data 132
for the launched component 112. For instance, an HL.7 mes-
sage 124 is a message that complies with the standards of the
Health Level Seven (HL.7) organization (e.g., HL.7 v2.x,v3.0,
HL7 RIM) for the exchange, integration, sharing, and
retrieval of electronic health information. Additionally a
SOAP message 126 (an acronym for Subjective, Objective,
Assessment, and Plan) may contain a variety of information
such as an entry by a health care provider in a patient’s chart.
Further, an HTTP (hypertext transfer protocol) message 128
is another example of a data type that may be passed by a
launched component 112 to the storage 130.

As discussed above, storage 130 may be controlled by a
remotely located server or other computing device, such as in
another department of the health care institution, or the like.
In other implementations, the storage 130 and external data
132 may be on the same computing device as the documen-
tation system; however, the external data 132 is still external
in the sense that the external data 132 was generated by an
application that is external to the documentation system. For
example, a user may use a dictation application on the user’s
own computing device to manage and store dictations and
corresponding transcripts, and thus, the documentation
framework may launch the dictation application as a launched
component to view a dictation transcript relevant to the cur-
rent document 106.

As mentioned above, portions of the inbound data 118 and
the outbound data 120 may be captured by the message moni-
toring agent 116 and placed in a message queue 134. The
message queue 134 may be accessed by a message rendering
engine 136 which automatically renders rendering data 138
forupdating the document 106 as data is added to the message
queue. The rendering data 138 is used to update the rendered
image of the current document 106 by updating the corre-
sponding relevant information in the document 106.
Example System

FIG. 2 illustrates an example architecture of a system 200
for generating and managing electronic documentation
according to some implementations herein. To this end, the
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system 200 includes a user computing device 202 in commu-
nication with one or more external computing device(s) 204
through a network 206 or other communication link. User
computing device 202 may be coupled to a display 208, and
may include a documentation module 210 for implementing
the framework 100 described above with respect to FIG. 1 and
for displaying user interface 104 on display 208. In some
implementations, user computing device 202 may be a per-
sonal computer, a workstation, a terminal, a mobile comput-
ing device, a PDA (personal digital assistant), a smartphone,
a laptop, a tablet computing device, or other computing
device having data processing capability. Documentation
module 210 may communicate with external computing
devices 204 over network 206 such as for obtaining external
data 212 maintained by the external computing devices 204.
In some implementations, documentation module 210
launches one or more external components 214 that are main-
tained on user computing device 202. For example, an exter-
nal component 214 may be an application residing on user
computing device 202 that accesses a particular database or a
particular type of external data 212 maintained by external
computing devices 204. Further, in some cases, the external
data may be maintained on the user computing device 202,
rather than maintained by an external computing device 204.
In some implementations, documentation module 210 alter-
natively, or additionally, may launch one or more external
components 216 maintained on external computing devices
216. For example, an external component 216 may be a net-
work application, web service, or the like, that can be
remotely accessed by user computing device 202 over net-
work 206 for accessing external data 212 maintained by exter-
nal computing device(s) 204. Other variations will also be
apparent in view of the disclosure herein.

In some implementations, external computing devices 204
are server computing devices maintained by or for a health
care institution, such as a hospital, hospital system, etc., and
may be remotely located from the user computing device 202.
For example, different departments and clinics of an institu-
tion may maintain separate external computing devices 204
for storing external data 212 relating to that department or
clinic. In some implementations, external computing devices
204 may exist as a part of a data center, server farm, or the like,
such as in an environment in which the data of a health care
institution is managed off-site. In other implementations, the
external computing devices 204 may be a combination of the
two arrangements described above, or may be other types of
server or storage computing devices that maintain informa-
tion related to a patient or health care service. The system 200
can include any number of the external computing devices
204 in communication with any number of user computing
devices 202. For example, in one implementation, network
206 includes the World Wide Web implemented on the Inter-
net, including numerous databases, servers, personal comput-
ers (PCs), workstations, terminals, mobile devices and other
computing devices spread throughout the world and able to
communicate with one another. Alternatively, in another pos-
sible implementation, the network 206 can include as few as
a single external computing device 204 in communication
with one or more user devices 202 via a LAN (local area
network) or a WAN (wide area network). Thus, the user
computing device 202 can be coupled to the server computing
device 204 in various combinations through a wired and/or
wireless network 206, including a LAN, WAN, or any other
networking technology, using one or more protocols, for
example, a transmission control protocol running over Inter-
net protocol (TCP/IP), or other suitable protocols. Further-
more, while an example system architecture is illustrated in
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FIG. 2, other suitable architectures may also be used, and
implementations herein are not limited to any particular
architecture.

Computing System Environment

FIG. 3 illustrates an example configuration of a suitable
computing system environment 300 according to some
implementations herein. The computing system environment
300 may correspond to the user computing device 202 of FIG.
2 or other suitable device or system configured to implement
the documentation management framework and techniques
disclosed herein. Computing system environment 300 may
include at least one processor 302, storage media 304, com-
munication interfaces 306, a display device 308, input
devices 310, and output devices 312, all able to communicate
through a system bus 314 or other suitable connection.

The processor 302 may be a single processing unit or a
number of processing units, all of which may include single
or multiple computing units or multiple cores. The processor
302 can be implemented as one or more microprocessors,
microcomputers, microcontrollers, digital signal processors,
central processing units, state machines, logic circuitries,
and/or any devices that manipulate signals based on opera-
tional instructions. Among other capabilities, the processor
302 can be configured to fetch and execute computer-read-
able instructions stored in the storage media 304.

Storage media 304 is an example of computer-readable
storage media for storing instructions which are executed by
the processor 302 to perform the various functions described
herein. For example, storage media 304 may generally
include memory and memory devices, such as both volatile
memory and non-volatile memory (e.g., RAM, ROM, or the
like). Further, storage media 304 may also include one or
more mass storage devices, such as hard disk drives, solid-
state drives, removable media, including external and remov-
able drives, memory cards, Flash memory, floppy disks, opti-
cal disks (e.g., CD, DVD), storage arrays, storage area
networks, network attached storage, or the like, or any com-
bination thereof. Storage media 304 may be collectively
referred to as memory or computer-readable storage media
herein. Storage media 304 is capable of storing computer-
readable, processor-executable program instructions as com-
puter program code that can be executed on the processor 302
as a particular machine configured for carrying out the opera-
tions and functions described in the implementations herein.

Storage media 304 may maintain the documentation mod-
ule 210, which can be executed on the processor 302 for
implementing the documentation generation and manage-
ment functions described herein. When implementing the
framework 100 described above, documentation module 210
may include document generation module 102, component
launching module 110, message monitoring agent 116, and
message rendering engine 136. Storage media 304 may also
include documents 106 created using documentation module
210, context data 110, and/or one or more external compo-
nents 214, as discussed above with reference to FIGS. 1 and
2. Storage media 304 may further include other modules 316
such as an operating system, device drivers, communication
software, and other applications.

The computing system environment 300 can also include
one or more communication interfaces 306 for exchanging
data with other devices, such as via a network, direct connec-
tion, and so forth. The communication interfaces 306 can
facilitate communications within a wide variety of networks
and protocol types, including wired networks (e.g., LAN,
cable, etc.) and wireless networks (e.g., WLAN, cellular,
satellite, etc.), the Internet and the like.
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The display device 308, may be any know display device
such as an LCD or CRT monitor, television, projector, touch
screen, or other display. In addition input devices 310 may
include devices such as a mouse, a keyboard, a camera, a
microphone, ajoystick, and so forth. Output devices 312 may
include devices such as speakers, printers, and the like. Fur-
ther, external computing devices 204 may include physical
components similar to those described above with reference
to the computing system environment 300.

The example environments, systems and computing
devices described herein are merely examples suitable for
some implementations and are not intended to suggest any
limitation as to the scope of use or functionality of the envi-
ronments, architectures and frameworks that can implement
the processes, components and features described herein.
Thus, implementations herein are operational with numerous
environments or architectures, and may be implemented in
general purpose and special-purpose computing systems, or
other devices having processing capability. Generally, any of
the functions described with reference to the figures can be
implemented using software, hardware (e.g., fixed logic cir-
cuitry) or a combination of these implementations. The term
“module,” “mechanism” or “component” as used herein gen-
erally represents software, hardware, or a combination of
software and hardware that can be configured to implement
prescribed functions. For instance, in the case of a software
implementation, the term “module,” “mechanism” or “com-
ponent” can represent program code (and/or declarative-type
instructions) that performs specified tasks or operations when
executed on a processing device or devices (e.g., CPUs or
processors). The program code can be stored in one or more
computer-readable memory devices or other computer-read-
able storage devices. Thus, the processes, components and
modules described herein may be implemented by a com-
puter program product.

Although illustrated in FIG. 3 as being stored in storage
media 304 of computing system environment 300, documen-
tation module 210, or portions thereof, may be implemented
using any form of computer-readable media that is accessible
by computing system environment 300. Computer-readable
media may include, for example, computer storage media and
communications media. Computer storage media, such as
storage media 304, is configured to store data on a non-
transitory tangible medium, while communications media is
not.

As mentioned above, computer storage media includes
volatile and non-volatile, removable and non-removable
media implemented in any method or technology for storage
of information, such as computer readable instructions, data
structures, program modules, or other data. Computer storage
media includes, but is not limited to, RAM, ROM, EEPROM,
flash memory or other memory technology, CD-ROM, digital
versatile disks (DVD) or other optical storage, magnetic cas-
settes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk storage or other mag-
netic storage devices, or any other medium that can be used to
store information for access by a computing device.

In contrast, communication media may embody computer
readable instructions, data structures, program modules, or
other data in a modulated data signal, such as a carrier wave,
or other transport mechanism.

Example Process

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of an example process 400 for
electronic documentation according to some implementa-
tions herein. In the flow diagram, each block represents one or
more operations that can be implemented in hardware, soft-
ware, or a combination thereof. In the context of software, the
blocks represent computer-executable instructions that, when
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executed by one or more processors, cause the processors to
perform the recited operations. Generally, computer-execut-
able instructions include routines, programs, objects, compo-
nents, data structures, and the like that perform particular
functions or implement particular abstract data types. The
order in which the blocks are described is not intended to be
construed as a limitation, and any number of the described
operations can be combined in any order and/or in parallel to
implement the process. For discussion purposes, the process
400 is described with reference to the framework 100 of FIG.
1 and the system 200 of FIG. 2, although other frameworks,
devices, systems and environments may implement this pro-
cess.

At block 402, the user interface presents a document for
generating the document, such as for performing clinical
documentation according to implementations herein. For
example, a user may open a new document or may continue
working on an existing document.

At block 404, the context data for the current document is
determined. For example, as discussed above, the context
data for the current document may include information such
as the patient’s name or other patient identifier; an illness,
condition, symptoms, or diagnosis of the patient; a health care
facility identification, such as a hospital, clinic and/or depart-
ment treating the patient; a current date and time; a current
location of the patient; a doctor’s name or other identifier of a
health care provider preparing the document and/or treating
the patient; access privileges and authorization information of
the person preparing the document; and so forth. The context
data may be stored in conjunction with the document and
associated with the document as metadata, or may be ascer-
tained each time the document is opened.

At block 406, the user interface may receive an instruction
to access external data. For example, as discussed addition-
ally below, a user may enter a macro name, or select a macro
from a list of available macros. The macro may be configured
to provide commands and information for launching an exter-
nal component for accessing the external data type that the
user is interested in viewing or with which the user is inter-
ested in interacting.

At block 408, the component launching module is acti-
vated by the macro instructions to launch the corresponding
external component and to further provide component-spe-
cific context data to the launched component. For example, a
first component may use a first set of context parameters
delivered in a first format for accessing the particular external
data controlled by the first component, while a second com-
ponent may use a second set of context parameters, different
from the first set, and in a second format, for accessing par-
ticular data control by the second component. The component
launching module is configured to automatically provide the
suitable context parameters to each component in a format
according to the specifications of the particular component.

Atblock 410, the launched component may be displayed in
the user interface. For example, the launched component may
be displayed in a separate window contemporaneously with
the display of the current document. Thus the user may cut
and paste information from the launched component, manu-
ally copy information from the launched component, or the
like. Furthermore, the user may interact with the information
in the launched component such as for updating the informa-
tion, changing information, or the like. In addition, the user
may choose to launch multiple external components in the
user interface, such as in separate windows. For example,
these multiple components may be launched sequentially or
contemporaneously, and multiple different types of external
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data may be presented in the user interface and interacted with
by the user independently or together.

At block 412, the message monitoring agent monitors
inbound and outbound messages to and from the launched
component. For example, actions by the user may trigger an
inbound message such as a “copy to clipboard” action. Con-
tent may also be obtained from a launched component
through messages written by the external component back to
the external computing device where the relevant external
data is stored. Consequently, a user may cause an open com-
ponent to trigger out various outbound messages, some of
which may include information to be added to the current
document.

At block 414, the monitoring agent may intercept any
inbound or outbound data into a message queue for the mes-
sage rendering engine 136. For example, when the user has
finished reviewing or updating information in a launched
component and submitted or saved any changes, the docu-
mentation framework herein may update the message queue
with latest change. Additionally, the document is updated
with any inbound data that was copied to a clipboard and
pasted into the document.

Atblock 416, the message rendering engine generates ren-
dering data to update the current document view in the user
interface based upon the messages in the message queue. For
example, a cut-and-paste action by the user causes the mes-
sage rendering engine to render a new configuration for the
current document that includes the pasted data. Furthermore,
captured outbound messages may also be used to update
portions of the document to which the outbound data pertains.
For example, if the user employs a launched component to
update HL7 information, SOAP information, or other infor-
mation that forms part of the current document that was taken
from a launched component, the message containing the
updated information may be captured in the message queue
and the updated information rendered in the document. Thus,
if the user causes the external component to modify or update
data during use of the external component, messages contain-
ing the modified or updated data can be automatically placed
in the message queue and provided to the rendering engine for
inclusion in the current document. Further, in some imple-
mentations, the rendering engine may render the result and
place the result into the current documentation at an appro-
priate location, so that the latest information may be included
in the current document. Implementations herein may also
leverage Extensible Stylesheet Language Transformations
(XSLT)/parsing language for dynamic rendering of a current
document that a user is composing.

Example User Interface

FIG. 5 illustrates an example of a user interface 500 for
generating and managing electronic documentation accord-
ing to some implementations herein. User interface 500 may
include a variety of features useful for generating a document
502, such as a file tab 504, a home tab 506, clipboard controls
508, font controls 510, paragraph style controls 512, anchor
controls 514, undo/redo controls 516, and a title 518, to name
a few. Furthermore, user interface 500 may include a macro
window 520 to facilitate creating and utilizing macros for
launching various external components in the user interface
500. For example, macro window 520 may include controls
for creating, editing, cloning and deleting macros, as illus-
trated by new button 522, edit button 524, clone button 526,
and delete button 528, respectively. Macro window 520 may
also include a search area 530, which the user may employ to
locate a particular macro. Additionally, macro window 520
may include a list 532 of available macros that the user may
refer to and click on for selecting a particular macro for
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launching a desired external component. Examples of macros
that might be used in the environment of medical documen-
tation include radiology 534, account 536, date 538, diagno-
sis 540, date of birth 542, pathology 544, allergies 546, and
labs 548, to name a few. For example, radiology 534 may be
used to launch a component for accessing radiology informa-
tion; account 536 may be used to launch a component for
accessing the patient’s account and billing information; date
538 may be used to insert the current date; diagnosis 540 may
be used to access a component to view or enter a diagnosis of
the patient such as in a SOAP note or HL.7 document; date of
birth 542 may be used to insert the date of birth of the patient;
pathology 544 may be used to launch a component to access
and review the pathology reports for the patient correspond-
ing to the current document; allergies 546 may be used to
launch a component that provides information on the allergies
of'the patient; and Labs 548 may be used to launch a compo-
nent that accesses and displays any lab reports for the patient.
Furthermore, while several macros are shown in the list 532
numerous other macros may also be provided in the list 532
and may be scrollable or otherwise accessible by a user of the
interface 500.

Information Insertion Example

FIGS. 6-10 illustrate example operations carried out in the
user interface 500 for launching a component and adding
information from the component to the document 502 being
generated. For example, in the current document 502 the user
has already included information regarding the “Chief Com-
plaint” and the “Plan” for the patient. Suppose that the user
now wishes to add radiology information to the document
502. As illustrated in FIG. 6, at block 602, the user employs a
macro to trigger the component-launching module 110. The
macro to trigger the component-launching module 110 may
be activated in several different ways, such as by using a right
click and selecting the radiology macro 534 as is illustrated.
Alternatively, the user may type in the name of the radiology
macro, e.g., “\rad”. Still alternatively, the user may click on
the radiology macro 534 in the list of macros 532.

As illustrated in FIG. 7, at block 702, through the user’s
selection of the radiology macro 534, the component launch-
ing module 110 launches a radiology component, which may
be a third-party application for accessing radiology readings.
As discussed above, the context data for the current document
502 is passed to the radiology component so that the radiol-
ogy component automatically accesses and displays the cor-
rect information corresponding to the patient that is the sub-
ject of the current document 502.

As illustrated in FIG. 8, at block 802 the launching of the
radiology component results in display of the radiology read-
ings 804 for the particular patient that is the subject of the
current document 502. The radiology readings 804 are dis-
played contemporaneously with the display of the current
document 502 to enable the user to enter desired information
from the radiology readings 804 into the current document
502.

Asillustrated in FIG. 9, at block 902, the user interacts with
the launched radiology component, such as by copying infor-
mation 904 contained in the displayed radiology component.
The copied information 904 is captured as inbound data to the
clipboard and placed in the messaging queue 134, as
described above. As illustrated in FIG. 10, at block 1002,
upon detection of a paste function carried out by the user, the
copied information 904 is rendered in the current document
502, by the rendering engine 136, at a location indicated by
the user, as described above.
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Macro Creation Example

FIGS. 11-14 illustrate example operations carried out in
the user interface 500 for creating a new component macro.
For example, suppose that the radiology component
described above with reference to FIGS. 6-10 did not yet have
a macro configured for launching the radiology component.
As illustrated in FIG. 11, at block 1102, the user may click on
the new macro button 522 to initialize a new component
macro window 1104. As illustrated in FIG. 12, at block 1202,
the user may select the component for the new macro from a
list of available components 1204. For example, the docu-
mentation module 210 may determine which components
214 are available on the user computing device 202, or avail-
able on external computing devices 204, for interaction with
the documentation module 210. The documentation module
210 may also include any new components in the list of
available components 1204. In a medical documentation set-
ting, typical components may include a radiology compo-
nent, an electrocardiogram component, an alert configuration
component, a medications component, a scanned documents
component, a dictations component, an allergies compo-
nents, a labs component, a diagnosis & procedures compo-
nent, an orders component, a pathology reports component, a
past medical history component, a charts component, a demo-
graphic component, and an accounts component, to name a
few examples.

Asillustrated in FIG. 13, atblock 1302, the user may define
consecutive data retrieval behavior 1304 to be performed by
the component when the macro is initiated and may further
define context data, format, etc., to be provided to the com-
ponent when the macro is initiated. As illustrated in FI1G. 14,
at block 1402, when the user has completed defining the
behavior of the new macro for launching the component, the
user may save the new macro with a macro name and descrip-
tion 1404. Existing macros may be edited or cloned using a
similar technique to that described above with reference to
FIGS. 11-14.

Structured Data Input Example

FIGS. 15-17 illustrate example operations carried out in
the user interface 500 for structured data input. For example,
as illustrated in FIG. 15, at block 1502, the user may trigger
structured data input in the current document 502, such as
under “Differential Diagnosis™ by initializing the diagnosis
macro 540. As illustrated in FIG. 16, at block 1602, the
triggering of the diagnosis macro 540 results in the compo-
nent launching module 110 launching a diagnosis component
1604 that includes a list of possible diagnoses 1606 for the
current patient. Thus, the user is able to select a diagnosis
from the list of possible diagnoses 1606. As illustrated at FIG.
17, at block 1702, the selected diagnosis (i.e., myocardial
infarction) is rendered into the document 502 under the “Dit-
ferential Diagnosis” heading using structured terminology,
which may, for example, conform to SNOMED CTS termi-
nology.

Outbound Data Input Example

FIG. 18 is a block diagram of an example framework 1800
for capturing outbound data from an external component for
inclusion in a document according to some implementations.
Monitoring agent 116 may include an interface module 1802,
a parsing queue module 1804, a data parsing module 1806,
and a message wrapping module 1808. Interface module
1802 may be configured to intercept outbound messages,
such as may be sent from an external module to storage or
other recipient, as described above. For example, a user may
perform an action or operation to cause an external module to
generate and send a message. Thus, as non-limiting
examples, an external component 1810, such as a clinical
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component, may send an HL.7 message 124, such as latest lab
results, a medication update, or the like. Further, an external
component 1812, such as a financial component, may send an
HTTP message 128, such as an update to a patient’s financial
data. Additionally, an external component 1814, such as an
administrative component, may send a SOAP message 126,
such as to change a treatment plan. The interface module 1802
intercepts these messages and provides the intercepted mes-
sages to the parsing queue module 1804, which queues the
intercepted messages for parsing.

The data parsing module 1806 parses the captured mes-
sages to identify any information contained in the captured
messages that may be relevant to the current document or that
was requested for the current document. For example, if
medication was changed or updated through use of an exter-
nal component, the medication change may be captured and
identified for updating in the current document. Further, if a
lab result is triggered from an external component, the latest
lab result may be captured and identified for updating in the
current document. Following data parsing, the data identified
for inclusion in the current document is provided to the mes-
sage wrapping module 1808. The message wrapping module
1808 outputs the identified data as a structured data message
1816. The message wrapping module 1808 provides the
structured data message 1816 to the message queue 134 for
rendering in the current document, as described above.

FIGS. 19-20 illustrate example operations carried out in
the user interface 500 for outbound data input. For example,
as illustrated in FIG. 19, in the current document 502, under
“Lab results,” at block 1902, the user may trigger a WBC
(white blood cell count) macro 1904 to launch a labs compo-
nent for determining the patient’s white blood cell count. As
illustrated in FIG. 20, the launched labs component is con-
figured to send an outbound data message in response to a
user trigger or action. The outbound data message may
include the latest white blood cell count readings for the
particular patient. For example, as described above, the out-
bound data message may be an HL.7 message, a SOAP mes-
sage, an HTML message, or the like. At block 2002, the
outbound data message is captured by the message monitor-
ing agent 116, as described above, and a corresponding struc-
tured data message 1816 is placed in the message queue 134.
The structured data message 1816 is subsequently rendered
into the current document 502 by the message rendering
engine 136. Further, at block 2004, the white blood cell count
data 2006 that is rendered in the current document 502 may be
structured in conformance with structured terminology, such
as conforming to SNOMED CT® terminology.

CONCLUSION

Reference in the specification to “one implementation,”
“this implementation,” “these implementations” or “some
implementations” means that a particular feature, structure,
or characteristic described is included in at least one imple-
mentation, and the appearances of these phrases in various
places in the specification are not necessarily all referring to
the same implementation. Although the subject matter has
been described in language specific to structural features
and/or methodological acts, the subject matter defined in the
appended claims is not limited to the specific features or acts
described above. Rather, the specific features and acts
described above are disclosed as example forms of imple-
menting the claims. This disclosure is intended to cover any
and all adaptations or variations of the disclosed implemen-
tations, and the following claims should not be construed to
be limited to the specific implementations disclosed in the
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specification. Instead, the scope of this document is to be
determined entirely by the following claims, along with the
full range of equivalents to which such claims are entitled.

The invention claimed is:

1. A system comprising:

one or more processors; and

one or more storage media storing processor-executable

instructions that, when executed by the one or more
processors, configure the system to perform operations
comprising:
presenting a document in a documentation display area of
a user interface;

presenting a list of external components in a macro display
area of the user interface that is adjacent to the docu-
mentation display area, wherein an individual external
component is configured to access a particular type of
external medical data of a plurality of different types of
external medical data accessible via the list of external
components;

determining a patient identifier associated with the docu-

ment;

receiving input, within the macro display area, that selects

an external component from the list of external compo-
nents, wherein selection of the external component ini-
tiates a macro that provides instructions to launch the
selected external component;

launching, based at least in part on the macro, the selected

external component in a launched external component
display area of the user interface, the launched external
component display area being presented contemporane-
ously with the documentation display area and the
macro display area;

providing, to the launched external component, compo-

nent-specific context data associated with the document
thereby enabling the launched external component to
access, via at least one remote storage location, external
medical data of a particular type for a patient identified
by the patient identifier;

displaying the accessed external medical data within the

launched external component display area;

processing user interactions associated with the accessed

external medical data displayed within the launched
external component display area, the user interactions
modifying the accessed external medical data to produce
modified external medical data;

capturing a message sent from the launched external com-

ponent to the at least one remote storage location, the
message including at least a portion of the modified
external medical data; and

automatically rendering a portion of the document pre-

sented in the documentation display area based at least
in part on the portion of the modified external medical
data included in the captured message.

2. The system according to claim 1, the operations further
comprising monitoring inbound data and outbound data of
the launched external component.

3. The system according to claim 2,

wherein the automatically rendering the portion of the

document comprises updating information in the por-
tion of the document.

4. The system according to claim 1, wherein the launched
external component display area comprises a pop-up window
within the user interface that enables the portion of the modi-
fied external medical data to be automatically rendered within
the portion of the document.
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5. The system according to claim 1, wherein the compo-
nent-specific context data comprises a set of context param-
eters in a format specific to the launched external component.

6. A method comprising:

causing a document to be displayed in a documentation

display area of a user interface; causing a plurality of
macro options to be displayed in a macro display area of
the user interface that is adjacent to the documentation
display area, individual ones of the plurality of macro
options being associated with different external compo-
nents configured to access different types of external
medical data;

determining an identifier associated with the document;

receiving, within the macro display area, a selection of a

macro option from the plurality of macro options dis-
played, wherein selection of the macro option initiates a
macro that provides instructions to launch an external
component;

launching, based at least in part on the macro, the external

component within a launched external component dis-
play area of the user interface, the launched external
component display area being presented contemporane-
ously with the documentation display area and the
macro display area;

providing, by at least one processor, component-specific

context data of the document to the launched external
component;
accessing, by the launched external component and via at
least one remote storage location, external medical data
of a particular type for a user identified by the identifier;

causing the accessed external medical data to be displayed
within the launched external component display area,
wherein the accessed external medical data corresponds
to the component-specific context data of the document;

processing user interactions associated with the accessed
external medical data displayed within the launched
external component display area, the user interactions
modifying the accessed external medical data to produce
modified external medical data;

capturing a message sent from the launched external com-

ponent to the at least one remote storage location, the
message including at least a portion of the modified
external medical data; and automatically rendering a
portion of the document displayed in the documentation
display area based at least in part on the portion of the
modified external medical data included in the captured
message.

7. The method according to claim 6, further comprising
launching another external component in addition to the
launching the external component, wherein the launched
other external component accesses other external medical
data of a type different than the particular type of the accessed
external medical data.

8. The method according to claim 6, wherein the compo-
nent-specific context data provided to the launched external
component includes a set of context parameters that is con-
figured to access the external medical data of the particular
type and that is in a format specific to the launched external
component.

9. The method according to claim 6, further comprising:

receiving a clipboard selection of a portion of the accessed

external medical data;

adding the clipboard selection to a message queue for a

rendering engine; and

rendering the clipboard selection into the document at a

specified location.
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10. The method according to claim 6, wherein

the automatically rendering the portion of the document
comprises adding information from the message to the
portion of the document.

11. The method according to claim 6, wherein the launched
external component display area comprises a pop-up window
within the user interface that enables the portion of the modi-
fied external medical data to be automatically rendered within
the portion of the document.

12. The method according to claim 6, further comprising
providing authorization information of a person preparing the
document.

13. The method according to claim 6, further comprising
rendering a layout of the portion of the document so that one
or more first data fields are configured to receive structured
data entry based on the automatic rendering and one or more
second data fields are configured to receive unstructured data
entry based on user input.

14. A computing device comprising:

at least one memory;

at least one processor in communication with the at least

one memory; and

executable instructions stored on the at least one memory

and executed on the at least one processor, to cause the

computing device to:

cause a document to be displayed in a documentation
display area of a user interface; cause a plurality of
macros to be displayed in a macro display area of the
user interface that is adjacent to the documentation
display area, individual ones of the plurality of mac-
ros being configured to launch different external com-
ponents within a launched external component dis-
play area of the user interface for accessing different
types of external medical data;

determine an identifier associated with the document;

receive, within the macro display area, a selection that

activates a macro of the plurality of macros;
launch, based at least in part on the selection, an external
component within the launched external component dis-
play area of the user interface while the document is
being displayed in the documentation display area of the
user interface, the launched external component display
area being presented contemporaneously with the docu-
mentation display area and the macro display area;

provide component-specific context data of the document
to the launched external component;
access, by the launched external component and based at
least in part on the component-specific context data,
external medical data of a particular type from an exter-
nal computing device, the external medical data being
associated with a user identified by the identifier;

cause the accessed external medical data of the particular
type to be displayed within the launched external com-
ponent display area of the user interface;
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process user interactions associated with the accessed
external medical data displayed within the launched
external component display area, the user interactions
modifying the accessed external medical data to produce
modified external medical data;

capture a message sent from the launched external compo-

nent to the external computing device, the message
including at least a portion of the modified external
medical data; and

automatically render a portion of the document displayed

in the documentation display area based at least in part
on the portion of the modified external medical data
included in the captured message.

15. The computing device according to claim 14, further
comprising a monitoring agent, maintained on the at least one
memory and executed on the at least one processor, to cause
the computing device to:

monitor outbound messages sent by the launched external

component to the external computing device; and
capture at least one outbound message sent from the
launched external component to the external computing
device for insertion into the document following trigger-
ing of the at least one outbound message by a user
interacting with the launched external component.

16. The computing device according to claim 15, wherein:

the at least one outbound message is parsed for relevant

information and a corresponding structured data mes-
sage is placed into a message queue; and

the structured data message is rendered in the document by

a rendering engine executed on the at least one proces-
SOr.

17. The computing device according to claim 14, wherein
the message is one of: a Health Level Seven (HL7) message;
a Simple Object Access Protocol (SOAP) message; or a
Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) message.

18. The computing device according to claim 14, wherein:

the macro is created by a user of the user interface; and

the user specifies, in the macro, data retrieval behavior of
the launched external component.

19. The computing device according to claim 14, wherein:

the launched external component comprises a third party

component; and

the launched external component display area comprises a

pop-up window within the user interface that enables the
portion of the modified external medical data to be auto-
matically rendered within the portion of the document.

20. The computing device according to claim 14, wherein
the accessed external data comprises one or more of:

patient radiology information;

patient electrocardiogram information;

patient allergy information;

patient lab information;

patient diagnosis information; or

patient pathology information.
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